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he got tip and bombed the gun, hit four times in the
waist/'

" Will he die ? "

" Of course."

I walked away, as a man does from one who has cruelly
hurt Mm.

" O Christ! " I said, just blasphemously, for in that
moment of tearless agony all my moral values collapsed.
"O Christ I Damn beauty! Damn everything!" Then
there caine a disorder of the mind, in which I could only
repeat to myself: " The Germans are coming, oh dear, oh
dear. The Germans are coming, oh dear, oh dear. The
Germans------ Oh, drop it, for God's sake, drop it! "

A night and a morning passed : and the next afternoon
I was sitting on the Bluff, glumly watching a destroyer flash
and smoke, as she hurled shells over my head to Achi Baba.
An officer came up, and with grim meaning handed me the
typed copy of an official telegram.

** Here's the key to yesterday's riddle/' he explained.

I took it and read: ** Suvla and Anzac successfully
evacuated. No casualties."

The officer waited till I had finished, and then said:

** Well, what's our position on Helles now ? A bit dickey,
eh?"

Scarcely interested, I looked along the coast of the Penin-
sula and saw two great conflagrations, the smoke ascending
In pillars to the sky, at Suvla and Anzac, where the retiring
army had fired the remaining stores.